
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Date: 14 July 2019 
Page: 1,2  

Copyright material – reproduced under license. 
No further copying (including printing, digital reproduction / forwarding) is permitted except under license 

UK firms 
trading 
in deadly 
asbestos
INVESTIGATION
Carlos Alba 

An obscure corporate law which
allows companies to trade in com-
plete secrecy has been used to
make the United Kingdom one of
the world’s biggest traders in
asbestos, which kills more than
100,000 people every year. 

Despite asbestos being banned
in the UK for the past 20 years, sev-
eral British-registered companies,
including one in Scotland, are
responsible for shipping hundreds
of thousands of tons of the deadly
mineral every year to some of the
world’s poorest countries, where it
is still used in construction and
engineering.

They include companies which
are limited partnerships (LPs)
which are permitted to operate
without paying taxes, publishing
accounts or declaring publicly who
owns them. In 2015, a single UK-
registered company was responsi-
ble for shipping almost half of all
the asbestos mined in Russia, the
world’s biggest producer. 

In light of the Sunday Times’s
findings, SNP MP Martin Docherty-
Hughes, a member of Westmin-
ster’s all-party group on occupa-
tional health and safety, is to raise
the issue of limited partnerships in
the Commons this week, demand-
ing urgent action to restrict their
ability to trade in secrecy.

Trading in asbestos is not unlaw-
ful in the UK and there is no sugges-
tion these LPs are engaged in illicit
activity. 

A Sunday Times investigation
also established that one of the

world’s biggest traders in asbestos
is Johannesburg-registered CJ Pet-
row & Co (Pty), of which Ion Pet-
row, a British-born businessman
Continued on page 2 →
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who lived with his family in 
Nairn, Inverness-shire, until 
2016, is a director. Petrow is 
also a director of Nairn-based 
CJ Petrow International, a 
global trader in metal.

Use of asbestos, estimated
by the International Labor 
Organisation to cause 
107,000 deaths every year, 
has been outlawed in 66 
countries, including the EU, 
with a further 25 imposing 
tight restrictions. 

Despite a UK-wide ban on
all forms of asbestos since 
1999, data obtained by
The Sunday Times reveals
the extent of Scottish and
UK-registered companies’ 
involvement in the
trade. 

Astrade Solutions LP, a 
limited partnership 
registered at a virtual office in 
Leith, was established by two 
Seychelles-based companies 
owned by Veaceslav Platon, a 
Moldovan businessman, 
convicted in March 2017 of 
embezzling $42m (£33m) as 
part of a £1bn banking fraud.

According to Russian 
customs data throughout 
2015, it was responsible for 
106 shipments of asbestos, 
totalling 34,636 tons and 

→ Continued from page 1

valued at $13.67m, destined 
for Cuba and Vietnam. 

A snapshot of the 
company’s trade from last 
year shows it arranged seven 
shipments, totalling 1,397 
tons and valued at $488,025, 

for use in Vietnam, in August 
and September alone.

Over the past 17 years, the
biggest trader in Russian 
asbestos is Minerals Global 
Trading LLP, another limited 
partnership company, 
formerly based at an 
industrial estate unit in Wood 
Green, north London. 

In 2015, it arranged the 
export of 263,660 tons of 
asbestos, worth a total of 
$71.46m for use in India, 
Indonesia, China, Mexico, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka — 
according to Russian customs 
and excise data.

Another UK limited 
partnership, Worldwide 
Cargo Logistics Solutions 
LLP, arranged 36 shipments 
of asbestos totalling 2,965 
tons and valued at $1,39m, 
destined for China, India, Sri 
Lanka and Indonesia in 
August and September 2018.

In 2015 the company, 
incorporated two years 
earlier by two corporate 
entities registered in Cyprus 
and the British Virgin Islands, 
arranged for 17,727 tons 
worth $9.8m to be 
transported in 146 shipments 
to China, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Indonesia, 
Bangladesh and Kenya. 

Docherty-Hughes, whose
constituency includes the 
shipbuilding area of 
Clydebank which has some of 
the world’s highest rates of 
cancer caused by exposure to 
asbestos, said: “As an MP 

representing and brought up 
in former shipbuilding 
communities I know first-
hand the dangers posed by 
exposure to deadly asbestos. 

“Thousands of families 
across Scotland have been left
devastated by the legacy of 
asbestos, especially here in 
Clydebank which has one of 
the highest rates of asbestos-
related disease per head of 
population.”

He said it was deeply 
concerning that limited 
partnerships are involved in 
the trade, adding: “I will be 
pressing the UK government 
on the need for measures to 
address these concerns at the 
soonest opportunity.”

Data obtained by The 
Sunday Times has also 
revealed the extent of CJ 
Petrow & Co (Pty)’s 
involvement in the global 
asbestos trade. In 2015, the 
South African-based 
company was responsible for 
741 shipments, totalling 
65,324 tons and valued at 
$38.7m, to India, Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Mexico. 

In February of this year, it
was responsible for the 
shipment of 2,128 tons of 
chrysotile raw asbestos, 

worth $1.2m to India. Ion 
Petrow is believed to be based 
in Vevey, on the north shore 
of Lake Geneva.

A solicitor acting for 
Petrow said his client was not 
involved in the day-to-day 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Date: 14 July 2019 
Page: 1,2  

Copyright material – reproduced under license. 
No further copying (including printing, digital reproduction / forwarding) is permitted except under license 

running of the South African 
business.

There is no suggestion that
any of the UK companies in 
which he has a connection 
have ever traded in asbestos 
or that CJ Petrow & Co (Pty) 
has undertaken any trade 
activities with the UK. He 
added that Ion Petrow “does 
not personally trade in 
asbestos either”.

He said Petrow is a non-
executive director of the 
South-African company and 
only attends one or two 
board meetings a year.

The CJ Petrow companies
are not limited partnerships 
and his solicitor said there is 
nothing secretive about CJ 
Petrow & Co (Pty).

None of the limited 
partnership companies 
responded to our inquiries. 
There is no suggestion that 
anyone at the addresses 
where they are registered 
knew about their activities.

A spokesman for the UK 
government’s Department for 
Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy, said: “We 
are aware of reports that in a 
minority of cases Scottish 
limited partnerships have 
been used for criminal 
activity. We have published 
proposals to reform limited 
partnership law, and intend 
to bring forward legislation to 
bring them into law as soon as
possible.”

Scottish links to the 
asbestos trade, page 7

Thousands of 
families have 
been left 
devastated


