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In my capacity as Acting 
Secretary, I am delighted to 
provide the Report of the 
Secretary of the Board of 
Directors for 2016  to 2017.  I 
was elected to the Board of 
Directors in 2016 as Vice 
Chairperson, however the 
elected Secretary, Evelyn Collie, 
resigned from her position 
during 2017, and I took up the 
positon of Acting Secretary in 
her absence until the election 
of the Board of Directors at the 
Annual General Meeting of 
Clydeside Action on Asbestos 
on 19 August 2017.   
 
This has been a particularly 
busy year for CAA.  Under 
Phyllis’ management, CAA has 
hosted its first Fundraising Gala 
Ball,  attended the Inaugural 
Clydeside Action on Asbestos 
Golf Trophy Tournament in 
Rothesay, gained the 
endorsement of the First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon for 
CAA’s educational resource for 
GP’s, initiated a campaign to 
have asbestos removed from 
Scottish schools by 2040, and 
been invited to sit on the 
Scottish Governments devolved 
benefits advisory group and the 

Scottish Governments Cross 
Party Group on Lung Health, to 
name a few of the activities 
CAA has been involved in this 
year.  The charity also 
continues to provide the 
welfare rights service, which 
deals with hundreds of 
enquiries from newly 
diagnosed people each year, 
and run support groups 
throughout Scotland. 
 
During this eventful year, the 
commitment, enthusiasm and 
drive shown by the staff have 
been fantastic.  The Board of 
Directors extend their 
appreciation and thanks to 
Phyllis, Lynda, Gordon, 
Margaret, Monica and Greg.  
Thanks are also extended to 
Annette Smith, who, out with 
her capacity as Chairperson, 
volunteers with CAA twice a 
week.  The Board of Directors 
extend thanks to Annette for 
her commitment and for giving 
her time to support the work of 
the charity.   
 
Gordon Walker  
Acting Secretary 
2017 
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Gala Dinner Dance 
 
Clydeside Action on Asbestos 
held a Fundraising Gala Dinner 
Dance in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Grand Central Hotel on 12 
May 2017.   
 

 
 
The aim of the evening was to 
raise awareness of the 
incidence of mesothelioma, 
and raise funds to support the 
continued development of our 
services.  
 
The evening began with a 
champagne reception, after 
which guests were piped into 
the Grand Ballroom by Stuart 
McMillan MSP.  The evening 
included a charity auction, 
raffles, entertainers and an 
awards ceremony.   
 
The awards ceremony provided 
the opportunity to recognise 
and thank those exceptional 

individuals who had 
consistently supported CAA.  
An award of Honorary 
Membership of CAA was 
granted to Donald Findlay QC, 
Gary Smith GMB Scotland 
Secretary, Joseph Finnerty who 
has been a prolific fundraiser 
for CAA since his father died of 
mesothelioma, John Curran and 
his family for their continued 
fundraising and support, and to 
Gail Allan, Palliative Care Nurse.  
An Outstanding Achievement 
Award was posthumously 
granted to Dr Audrey Finnegan 
Crawford who gave her time to 
work with CAA until she died of 
mesothelioma in 2015.   
 
The evening was a great 
success, raising an incredible 
£35,000 for CAA.  We are 
extremely grateful to all those 
who participated in the evening 
for helping to make it such a 
success.   

 
Participating and Networking 
 
A significant part of the work 
undertaken by CAA involves 
meeting with an extensive 
range of organisations and 
individuals to raise awareness 
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of CAA and our services, and 
raise awareness of the 
continued incidence of 
asbestos related disease in 
Scotland.  
 

 
 
The charity also facilitates 
discussions about ways to 
protect and improve the rights 
of those with an asbestos 
related condition.  Over the 
past year Phyllis has been 
invited to meet with numerous 
MSP’s, health care 
professionals, trade unions, 
police officers and Scottish 
Government advisers in 
furtherance of the aims of CAA.  
She was also invited to sit on 
the Scottish Governments Cross 
Party Group on Lung Health in 
recognition of the specialist 
knowledge that CAA has in 
relation to the needs of those 
with asbestos related disease. 
However, the most eminent 
individual that Phyllis had the 
opportunity to meet was 

former President Barak Obama, 
whom she was introduced to at 
an event, raising the profile of 
CAA internationally. 
 

 
GP Educational Learning 
Module 
 
On 16 September 2016, CAA’s 
educational learning resource 
for GP’s was endorsed by First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon.  The 
resource was developed in 
response to requests from GP’s 
for a resource that would cover 
issues such as presenting signs 
and symptoms, time limits for 
pursuing benefits and 
compensation and reporting a 
death to the Procurator Fiscal.  
 

 
 
The First Minister welcomed 
the resource saying ‘I am 
grateful to CAA for producing a 
GP module which will be 
beneficial to patients and GP’s 
alike.’  The resource takes the 
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form of a learning module 
which doctors can access on 
CAA’s website and NHS 
Education for Scotland’s CPD 
Connect website. 
 
 
Industrial Injuries Disablement 
Benefit 
 
Providing advice about benefits 
and compensation to people 
who have been diagnosed with 
an asbestos related condition is 
one of the key services of CAA.  
The 4 welfare rights officers, 
under Phyllis’ management, 
provide expert advice to over 
800 newly diagnosed people 
each year.  One of the main 
benefits that the team provide 
advice and assistance with is 
Industrial Injuries Disablement 
Benefit.  Diffuse Pleural 
Thickening is one of the 
asbestos related illnesses that 
fall within the remit of 
Industrial Injuries Disablement 
Benefit, and in April this year, 
the Social Security (Industrial 
Injuries) (Prescribed Diseases) 
Amendment Regulations 2017 
changed the way Diffuse 
Pleural Thickening is defined.  
Previously, Diffuse Pleural 

Thickening was only prescribed 
for the purpose of IIDB if there 
was ‘Diffuse Pleural Thickening 
with obliteration of the 
costophrenic angle’. However, 
from 30 March 2017 the 
definition is less restrictive, and 
is now prescribed for the 
purpose of IIDB as simply 
‘Diffuse Pleural Thickening.’ 
 
 
Social Security in Scotland 
 
The expertise of CAA has been 
recognised by the Scottish 
Government, with CAA being 
invited to join the Scottish 
Government’s devolved 
benefits advisory group. The 
group has been established to 
discuss Social Security in 
Scotland in relation to the 
benefits that are devolved to 
the Scottish Government under 
the terms of the Scotland Act 
2016.  
 
 The devolved benefits under 
the Act are Attendance 
Allowance, Carer’s Allowance, 
Disability Living Allowance, 
Personal Independence 
Payment, Industrial Injuries 
Disablement Benefit and 
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Severe Disablement Allowance.  
(Cold Weather Payments, 
Funeral Expenses, Sure Star 
Maternity Grants, Winter Fuel 
Payments, Job Grants and 
Discretionary Housing 
Payments are also devolved).  
 
The welfare rights team have 
extensive knowledge and 
experience of these benefits 
and this knowledge formed the 
basis of CAA’s written response 
to the Scottish Governments 
consultation on Social Security 
in Scotland, and the numerous 
meetings with Scottish 
Government advisers in 
relation to this.   
 
The meetings with government 
advisers provides the 
opportunity to raise issues that 
are specific to those with an 
asbestos related condition, and 
in particular specific to the 
administration of Industrial 
Injuries Disablement Benefit 
and the Pneumoconiosis etc. 
(Workers Compensation) Act 
1979. 
 
 
 
Asbestos in Schools 

 
CAA has a long history of 
influencing policy and 
legislation through 
campaigning to improve and 
protect the rights of people 
with an asbestos related 
condition.  This year, CAA 
embarked on a campaign to 
protect future generations 
from asbestos that remains 
within schools in Scotland.  
Asbestos can be found in any 
building built before the year 
2000 and schools are no 
exception.   
 
A Sunday Mail investigation 
discovered that asbestos is 
present in over 1600 primary 
and secondary schools in 
Scotland.  
 
The issue was brought to the 
forefront when Iain Naylor 
came forward to tell the story 
of his wife, Sandra Naylor, who 
was diagnosed with 
mesothelioma in 2012.  She 
died from mesothelioma at the 
age of 52.  Her family wanted 
to share Sandra’s story to raise 
awareness of the dangers of 
asbestos in schools and to 
support our campaign to 
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protect school children and 
staff so that no other family 
would have to experience what 
they went through.  
 
Sandra was exposed to 
asbestos as a pupil at a school 
in Airdrie, and recalled 
maintenance work being 
carried out in the school.   
 
Her full story is available to 
read on CAA’s website and we 
are grateful to Iain and his 
family for coming forward to 
share it.  
 
The focus of the campaign is to 
bring together Scottish MP’s 
and MSP’s, local counsellors, 
duty holders and decision 
makers so that there can be a 
coordinated approach to the 
issue of asbestos in schools, 
with the aim of having asbestos 
removed from all schools in 
Scotland by 2040.  
 
 CAA currently has an online 
petition in support of this 
which can be accessed on 
CAA’s website.   
 
 
Glasgow and Aberdeen  

Memorial 
 

The annual memorial in 
remembrance of all those who 
have died from an asbestos 
related condition took place in 
Aberdeen on 27 April 2017 and  

 

 
 
in Glasgow on 7 July 2017. The 
memorial gives people who 
have lost family or friends the 
opportunity to come together 
to remember their loved ones 
in a supportive environment.   
 
When a person dies from an 
asbestos related disease, there 
is a wide network of close 
family, extended family, 
friends, neighbours, colleagues 
and former colleagues who are 
affected by the loss.   
 
Every year, the numbers being 
diagnosed continues to rise, 
and every year, the number of 
people coming along to our 
memorial continues to rise.   
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The CAA wreath was laid in 
Glasgow by Jethro Bremner - 
Allison and his wife Lucy this 
year, and was laid in Aberdeen 
by the support group members 
who had lost their husbands to 
mesothelioma. 
 
 
Fundraising 

 
The Inaugural Clydeside Action 
on Asbestos Golf Tournament 
was held in Rothesay on 4 June 
2017.  Having an annual golf 
tournament to raise funds for 
CAA was the idea of Jethro 
Bremner- Allison. 
 
 Jethro lost his father to 
mesothelioma in 2016 and 
wanted to commemorate his 
father and raise funds for CAA. 
As he and his father enjoyed 
spending time at Rothesay Golf 
Club, Jethro decided that the 
perfect way to do this would be 
through organising a golf 
tournament.   
 
He organised the entire event  
 

from securing raffles prizes 
from local businesses to 
designing the William 
Bremmner-Allison (WBA) 
Memorial Golf Trophy.  

 
Four of our employees had a 
great day at the tournament 
and we are extremely grateful 
to Jethro and his family for the 
months of hard work they put 
into organising such a 
successful day.   

 

 
 
Throughout 2016 and 2017 our 
fundraisers have devised a 
range of unique ways to raise 
funds, including;  
 
o giving up alcohol for a 

month (thanks to 
Josephine Norris who was 
raising money for CAA in 
memory of her father 
Christopher Doran) 

 
o taking part in a Pipeathon  

(thanks to Stuart 
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McMillan MSP, who 
played his bagpipes in 42 
Scottish stadiums  over 5 
days, covering over 1000 
miles to raise money for 
CAA and two other 
Scottish charities) 

 
o walking over the new 

Queens Ferry crossing 
when it opens on 30 
August 2017 (thanks to 
Donna Comrie and her 
two daughters who are 
raising funds in memory 
of Donna’s father, Charlie 
Bridgewater)  

 
o walking the ancient walls 

of Lucca, Italy (thanks to 
Carla O’Hara who is 
raising money in memory 
of her mother Pat) 

 
o donating gifts of cash  

from a 21st birthday 
(thanks to Joseph Finnerty 
who is raising funds in 
memory of his father, 
Chris)  

 
o walking the West 

Highland Way (thanks to 
Wendy and Brian Moir for 
their support)  

o climbing Ben A’an (thanks 
to Samantha McAteer and 
the team at Thompsons 
Solicitors for fundraising 
for us) 

 

 
 
A special thank you is extended 
to Lewis Kennedy, this year’s 
youngest fundraiser at 13 years 
of age, who raised £400 for 
CAA by selling hand crafted 
wooden candle holders and 
place mats at a local fair.  He 
was raising money in memory 
of his grandfather William 
Taylor, and we are extremely 
grateful to him for choosing to 
support CAA.   
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Our fundraisers have also 
supported CAA by taking part in 
Scottish marathons and having 
fundraising evenings. 
 
 Special thanks to Monica Craig 
who took part in the Great 
Women’s 10K run on 4 June 
2017 in memory of her granda; 
to Scott Rodgers who is taking 
part in the half marathon on 1 
October 2017 to support CAA 
and to Lynn Christie who is 
taking part in the Great Scottish 
Run on 1 October 2017.  
 
Special thanks also to 
Jacqueline and Stacy Maxwell 
who had a fundraising evening 
in the Montford Bar in Glasgow 
in memory of husband and 
father James Maxwell, and to 
Patricia Dickson who is having a 
fundraising evening in the 
Millcroft Hotel in Glasgow in 
October in memory of her 
grandfather and his brother.   
 
There have also been many 
generous donations made to 
CAA this year, including a 
donation from the Saunders 
family in memory of Alex 
Saunders, and from Gwen 

Booth in memory of her 
husband Alistair.  
 
 There have been many 
generous donations this year 
and those that have been 
named have either agreed to 
being named on our Facebook 
page or have set up a CAA Just 
Giving or crowdfunding page.   
 
Sincere thanks to those who 
have not been named,  and to 
each and every person who has 
contributed to fundraising 
events, raised money through 
funeral collections, created 
JustGiving and crowdfunding 
pages and sent in donations 
directly into CAA.   Your 
donations are most gratefully 
received and help us to 
continue to provide our 
services for people with an 
asbestos related condition. 
 
We will strive to continue to 
develop our service throughout 
the coming year, continue to 
provide specialist advice, 
assistance and support, and 
campaign to protect your rights 
and the rights of schoolchildren 
to be in an asbestos free 
environment. 


